
Michaux Trails: Towards a Future We Want

Roy Brubaker Trails on the Michaux



Introduction

There is pleasure in the pathless woods

There is rapture on the lonely shore

There is society where none intrudes

By deep sea, and music in its 

roar;

I love not man the less, but Nature 

more, 

From these our interviews. . . .

Lord Byron   

Childe Harold’s Pilgrimage



One must be moved, but 

one needs to be moved in 

the right direction, where 

“right” means with 
appropriate appreciation of 

what is actually going on.”  

Holmes Rolston III, “Aesthetics 
and the Forest Experience” 



Holmes Rolston  
“Duties to Ecosystems”
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Overview

● Part 1: Michaux Trails in Context

○ Demographic and Landscape

○ Baselining a complex trail system  (some noodles worth noting)

○ Launching points towards better trails

● Part 2: The Importance of [Michaux] Trails

○ Trails as Indicators

○ Trails as Structural Opportunities for Adaptive Management and Intercessory Action

○ Next Steps









Public Use Map















Michaux Forest District Goals 

(pp. 50-51)

1. Diversify the age class structure, diversity, and resilience of the forest

2. Sustain and restore eco-regionally significant plants, forest types and 
custodial wildlife species 

3. Provide sustainable and high quality trail and forest use experiences within 
the Michaux 

4. Develop the District’s Capacity and Preparedness in Fire Suppression and 
Management 

5. Provide outreach and education opportunities that engage others in 
sustaining forests within the district













Part 2: The 

Importance of 

[Michaux] Trails

What is a “Good” Trail?
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Michaux Forest District 
Priority Habitat Areas and  Initiatives

Pitch Pine/Scrub Oak Barren’s restoration
Dead Woman Hollow/Big Pine Flats

Site 3 Commercial/non-commercial fire mediated habitat treatments
Spruce Run/Hammond’s Rocks Vista Sale
Hairy Spring’s Planned Burn Project

Stream, Vernal Pond, and Grouse Micro-site Management
Mountain Creek and Conodoguinett Large Woody Materials Project
Edge/nesting habitat around Special Wildlife Management Areas

Plant Propagation and Assisted Colonization/Reintroduction Efforts
Lupine, Short leaf pine, Allegheny chinquapin, Orchid spp.,

Shared Use Trail System Redesign
Implementation of Michaux Trail Assessment report

Conceptual Trail loop initiatives designed/implemented
Staff and Volunteer Trail Stewardship Capacity building

Learning Landscapes Initiatives 
Camp Michaux
Strawberry Hill/Glatfelter



Part 2: Context.  Michaux Chronology

● Pre-European Settlement (10,000 years ago – 1550 AD)

● Early Settlement (1600s-1750)

● Industrial Era Land Use 1750-1900)

● Forest Conservation (Rest/Regrowth/Regulated Harvest/Recreation 

Happens) 1900-2000

● Today (Transition to “Ecosystem Management”) 2000-??

(Cultural Landscape Assessment)















Event Trails 

with Motorized 

Highlighted



● . . . the miracle of Earth is that nature decorates this geomorphology with life.  

Trees evoke this genesis and biological power:  Eden with its tree of life, or 

the shoot growing out of the stump of Jesse, or the cedars of Lebanon –
again and again there is life’s transient beauty sustained over chaos, life 
persisting in the midst of its perpetual perishing.  A visit to a forest contributes 

to the human sense of place in space and time, of duration, antiquity, 

continuity.  There one encounters ‘the types and symbols of 
Eternity’(Wordsworth)”

● Holmes Rolston III “Aesthetics and the Forest Experience”



. . . Those who can count the needle fascicles 
and get the species right, if they never 
experience goose pimples when the wind 
whips through the pines, fail as much as do the 
poets in their naïve romanticism.  
Nevertheless, only when moving through the 
science to the deeper aesthetic experiences 
that are enriched by science can the forest be 
most adequately known.  Aestheticians are 
often not comfortable with this; they want to 
insist on human capacities to confront nature in 
relative independence of science.  One must 
be moved, but one needs to be moved in the 
right direction, where “right” means with 
appropriate appreciation of what is actually 
going on.”  

Holmes Rolston III, “Aesthetics and the Forest 
Experience” 



Constraints

Policies based on untested or evidence based assumptions – Ex:  Negative 

Signage Policy, Rec forest constraints on timber sale size, Organized/large event 

approval process

Decision making and prioritization

Direct and Opportunity Costs of Administrative Burden (Administrative Carrying 

Capacity – both centralized and district roles)

State of the Disciplines

Lack of Trans-disciplinary Coherence among Forestry and Trail/Rec 

professionals. (Certification?)
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