
Yellow Breeches Watershed Association

Working with Municipalities 
for Greater Impact

Yellow Breeches Afternoon by McKinney



• 219 square miles

• 21 municipalities

• 56 miles long 

• 368 total stream 
miles

Yellow Breeches Watershed







A Source of Drinking Water



Crucible for Conservation 



Full of History 
In the book Callapatscink by John R. Miller (circa 1909) there are identifications 

of 60 mills that existed at various times along the Yellow Breeches

Grist 13 Furnace 1

Saw 10 Plaster 1

Forge 3 Chopping 1

Oil 4 Iron Works 1

Fulling 3 
Unknown 20 (Probably Grist 

& Saw)

Clover 3 Forge 3



Important for Wildlife





What is MS4?

The stormwater requirements of the federal Clean Water Act are 

administered under the PA DEP’s Municipal Separate Storm Sewer 

(MS4) Program. In December 2002, DEP issued a General Permit 

(“PAG-13”) for use by MS4s that fall under the National Pollutant 

Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Phase II program, requiring the 

implementation of a stormwater management program for 

minimizing the impacts from runoff.



Under the MS4 Program, permittees are required to incorporate the 
following six elements (known as minimum control measures, or MCMs) into 
their stormwater management programs:

• Public education and outreach

• Public involvement and participation

• Illicit discharge detection and elimination

• Construction site runoff control

• Post-construction stormwater management in new development and 
redevelopment

• Pollution prevention and good housekeeping for municipal operations and 
maintenance

Source: http://www.stormwaterpa.org/ms4-program.html



Trout Day 



Family Creek Cleanup



Family Creek Cleanup



Family Creek Cleanup



Family Creek Cleanup



Family Creek Cleanup



Exhibits and Outreach



Exhibits and Outreach



Annual Gathering/Educational Programs



YBWA Creek-Friendly Landscaping Competition 



Recreational Management



Other Relevant Activities…Present or Past

• Letters of Support for municipal grant applications 
regarding MS4 projects.

• Maintaining informational kiosks
• Reporting Problems and Illicit Discharges
• Youth Sojourn
• Riparian buffer plantings
• Water quality monitoring
• AND MORE!



Lower Allen Township



New Park with a Streamside Buffer



Stabilization/Restoration           



www.ybwatershed.org


