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The Latest South Mountain Partnership News 

Power of the Partnership Wrap-Up 

 

The South Mountain Partnership’s 15th Annual Power of the Partnership Celebration brought together 
more than 95 attendees from across the region for a day of learning, networking, and inspiration at the 
Cameron-Masland Mansion. Special shout out to our hosts Kings Gap Environmental Education Center 
staff, for welcoming us so kindly into their incredible space. 

https://www.tfec.org/friends-of-the-south-mountain-partnership-membership-form/
https://www.southmountainpartnership.org/events/15th-annual-power-of-the-partnership-celebration/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=sept_newsletter_POP&utm_id=septnewsletterPOP


Highlights included engaging community conversations on timely regional topics, the presentation of 
the Spirit of South Mountain Award to the Tuckahoe Acquisition project, and a powerful keynote panel on 
creating local impact through collaboration and shared values. Speakers emphasized that conservation is 
not just a “nice to have,” but essential to our collective future—economically, environmentally, and 
socially. 

Over $50,000 in Mini and Flex Grants were awarded to support ongoing conservation efforts, and 
attendees left energized to continue strengthening the partnerships that sustain our region. 

Read the full event wrap-up and learn how to get involved: Read More 

(Don’t forget to complete our post-event survey to share your feedback!) 

Thank you to our generous Sponsors: 

 

  

Tuckahoe Project Receives “Spirit of South Mountain” Award 

 

https://www.southmountainpartnership.org/events/15th-annual-power-of-the-partnership-celebration/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=sept_newsletter_POP&utm_id=septnewsletterPOP
https://forms.gle/tcqHXdLqZPyoyW976
https://www.southmountainpartnership.org/tuckahoe-project-receives-spirit-of-south-mountain-award/ ?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=sept_newsletter_SPIRIT&utm_id=septnewsletterSPIRIT


South Mountain Partnership (SMP) awards the Spirit of South Mountain each year to an individual, project, 
or organization that has made exceptional efforts to promote good stewardship of 
the South Mountain Region. This year’s awardee was the Tuckahoe Project, enacted by Central 
Pennsylvania Conservancy (CPC), Cumberland County, York County, and the Department of Conservation 
and Natural Resources (DCNR). The award ceremony was held at SMP’s 15th annual Power of the 
Partnership event on Friday, September 12, 2025. 

The Tuckahoe Project involved acquiring a tract of approximately 900 acres around Camp Tuckahoe, an 
active Boy Scouts of America (BSA) camp in Dillsburg, Pennsylvania. Located near state game land and the 
Appalachian Trail, the Tuckahoe Tract protects critical habitat for important plants and wildlife, safeguards 
the water quality of Dogwood Run, a tributary of the Yellow Breeches Creek, and provides a buffer for the 
Appalachian National Scenic Trail. This core conserved area of South Mountain was at risk for 
development and will now serve and be enjoyed by generations to come. 

Read our full press release and check out DCNR's fact sheet for the future site. 

  

SMP Awards Over $50,000 in Grants to Local Conservation Projects 

 

Through their Mini-Grant Program and Flex Grant Program, South Mountain Partnership (SMP) awarded 
eight organizations a total of $51,800 for various conservation projects throughout the region. The awards 
ceremony was held at the 15th annual Power of the Partnership event on Friday, September 12, at the 
Kings Gap Environmental Education Center in Carlisle, Pennsylvania. 

Mini-Grant recipients include: The Conococheague Institute, The Cumberland Valley Rails to Trails 
Council, Gettysburg College, The Social Enterprise Institute, and South Middleton Township. 

Flex Grant recipients include: Southampton Township, Southern Appalachian Woodland Network, and 
Perry Yingling. 

Read More 

https://www.southmountainpartnership.org/tuckahoe-project-receives-spirit-of-south-mountain-award/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=sept_newsletter_SPIRIT&utm_id=septnewsletterSPIRIT
http://www.southmountainpartnership.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Tuckahoe-Tract-Pre-Acquisition.pdf
https://www.southmountainpartnership.org/smp-awards-over-50000-in-grants-to-8-organizations/%20?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=sept_newsletter_GRANTS&utm_id=septnewsletterGRANTS
https://www.southmountainpartnership.org/smp-awards-over-50000-in-grants-to-8-organizations/ ?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=sept_newsletter_GRANTS&utm_id=septnewsletterGRANTS


Summer Friends Update 

 

Our Summer Friends Appeal raised just over $800! Thank you to friends, both new and old, for helping 
provide more funding for our flex grants. These grants go to people and organizations investing in the future 
of South Mountain — its forests and farms, its towns and trails, its people and places. If you would like to 
give, there is still time! 

Make your donation today 

  

South Mountain Region Mini Watercolor Landscape Sticker Series 

 

https://www.tfec.org/friends-of-the-south-mountain-partnership-donation-form/
https://www.tfec.org/friends-of-the-south-mountain-partnership-membership-form/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScYbMAWr1HNtf3ZE6Rkqla3xS4rNRx3YjYihN2aglKYHWbS_Q/viewform


We are partnering with South Mountain Region artist Seth Holmes to create a three-
part South Mountain Sticker series. But our first question is, what subjects should he paint? 

We are seeking your suggestions on regional locations for this collection. Suggest via the form below your 
favorite places, and SMP staff will share top suggestions with Seth. Keep in mind, these places should be 
relatively small in scale (single building or a view), appropriate for sticker size, and visible to the public.  

Submit your ideas 

  

SMP Podcasts with Hemlocks to Hellbenders 

 

Katie and Julia were thrilled to be a guest on Hemlocks to Hellbenders this September. If you don’t already 
follow this podcast, now is your chance! We talked through who SMP is, as well as what makes 
the South Mountain Landscape so special. Give it a listen below, or on your preferred streaming platform. 

Hemlocks to Hellbenders is a biweekly podcast that highlights Pennsylvania’s state parks, forests and 
great outdoors. Hosted by Christian Alexandersen, the podcast highlights our beautiful public lands, 
dedicated outdoors organizations and so much more. 

Hemlocks to Hellbenders features a wide variety of guests from park managers and environmental 
educators to volunteers and scientists. In addition to focusing on individual parks and forests, podcast 
episodes also cover topics critical to the Pennsylvania outdoors. 

Listen to the podcast  

  

https://www.holmeswatercolors.com/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScYbMAWr1HNtf3ZE6Rkqla3xS4rNRx3YjYihN2aglKYHWbS_Q/viewform
https://www.southmountainpartnership.org/smp-podcasts-with-hemlocks-to-hellbenders/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=sept_newsletter_PODCAST&utm_id=septnewsletterPODCAST
https://www.southmountainpartnership.org/smp-podcasts-with-hemlocks-to-hellbenders/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=sept_newsletter_PODCAST&utm_id=septnewsletterPODCAST


 

Become a Partner 

We are always looking to work with 
organizations in the community who 
share our goals! By becoming an official 
“Partner”, you can help support our 
vision and mission of the Partnership by 
attending meetings/events, keeping us 
informed of your organization’s related 
activities and increasing access to the 
natural, cultural and recreational 
resources of our region to all! Becoming 
a partner is easy and free! Find more 
information here. 

  

  

Partner News 

Join the Appalachian Trail Community Conservation Collaborative! 

Now accepting community applications through 
October 31, 2025 

The ATCCC is an open invitation to communities within 
or partially within the Appalachian Trail Landscape in 
Pennsylvania to form community teams and apply. The 
Collaborative will help you to build community-led 
conservation projects and action plans and will provide 
customized technical support and peer exchange, and 
more – see all of the benefits in the General Information 
for Communities & Partners. 

All communities interested in joining the Appalachian 
Trail Community Conservation Collaborative must 
submit a community application by October 31, 2025. 
The purpose of this application is to provide an 
opportunity to share more about your community and 
your motivations to joining the Collaborative and to help 
us be better prepared to meet your expectations. 
Applications will be reviewed on a rolling basis and 

acceptance into the Collaborative will remain open until 15 communities are committed to the project. 

Learn More & Apply  

http://southmountainpartnership.org/partners/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=all_newsletter_PARTNERS&utm_id=allnewsletterPARTNERS
https://appalachiantrail.org/our-work/conservation/landscape/community-conservation-collaborative/
http://southmountainpartnership.org/partners/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=all_newsletter_PARTNERS&utm_id=allnewsletterPARTNERS


Your Voice Needed: Cumberland County Survey 

 

Cumberland County is asking for input from residents as they work to update their 5-year strategic 
plan. Participate by sharing what aspects of the county you care about! 

As the county works to define its mission, vision, priorities, and goals for an updated strategic plan, 
community input is essential. Resident feedback will help ensure the plan reflects what matters most to 
the county’s more than 275,000 residents.  

If you are interested in sharing your perspectives, please complete the Strategic Planning Survey by Friday, 
Oct.10. Cumberland County will incorporate resident ideas and priorities into the final plan.  

  

DCNR Urges Caution to Prevent Wildfires Amid Increased Risk Due 
to Dry Conditions 

  

More Partner News of Note: 

• Community Conversation: Food Waste Reduction and Diversion: On October 14 from 6-8pm, 
join Cumberland County Food System Alliance for an informative panel discussion where experts 
will share actionable strategies, innovative solutions, and inspiring success stories. From backyard 
composting to biodigesters and statewide recycling efforts, this panel will explore how individuals, 
communities, and institutions can work together to tackle food waste. Find more information and 
register HERE. 

• Fall Furnace Festival October 18-19: This two-day family-oriented festival includes live music, 
craft and food vendors, hayrides by DCNR, visits by Smokey Bear and Woodsy Owl, pumpkin 
carving, historical demonstrations, and on Saturday evening a pumpkin parade followed by the 
“Legend of the Hairy Hand.” SMP plans to be tabling Saturday - come find us! Learn more here. 

  

https://engageberrydunn.mysocialpinpoint.com/cumberland-county-strategic-planning-project
https://engageberrydunn.mysocialpinpoint.com/cumberland-county-strategic-planning-project
https://engageberrydunn.mysocialpinpoint.com/cumberland-county-strategic-planning-project
https://www.southmountainpartnership.org/event/community-conversation-food-waste-reduction-and-diversion/
https://ship.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9ST4VTO37MGXucu
https://www.southmountainpartnership.org/event/fall-furnace-fest-2025/
https://www.southmountainpartnership.org/event/fall-furnace-fest-2025/


Employment and Funding Opportunities 

Grants 

• 2025 Community Conservation Partnerships Program Statewide Annual Grant Workshop: This 
free, virtual workshop is designed to help applicants develop project ideas in preparation for 
submitting a grant application to the 2026 Community Conservation Partnerships Program (C2P2). 
DCNR’s Bureau of Recreation and Conservation staff will present about grant program selection 
criteria, review current program priorities, and discuss eligible project types. Register HERE. 

• 2025 PA Water Trails Mini-Grants: Applicants can request up to $7,000 for projects such as 
creating recreational opportunities for all Pennsylvanians on water trails, developing trails that 
support sustainable use of natural resources, and more. Application deadline is Friday, Oct. 31 at 
5pm. Learn more here. 

• We were excited to participate in CAEDC's Outdoor Recreation Funding Seminar, read the wrap up 
to learn about funding opportunities in the Cumberland Valley and view presentation 
materials here.  

View our listing of Regional Funding Opportunities on our website, and suggest funds we should add. 

Job Opportunities 

• Pat & Ron Ferris Museum Director: The Pat & Ron Ferris Museum Director oversees the curation 
and care of the Cumberland County Historical Society’s Museum Department. The position is 
responsible for developing and implementing yearly rotating exhibitions, overseeing the Museum’s 
collections, including accessioning and deaccessioning, as well as Museum programming and 
budgeting for the Museum Department. 

• Pennsylvania Outdoor Corps: The Pennsylvania Outdoor Corps provides youth and young adults 
with paid opportunities to gain competitive job readiness skills to prepare them for careers in 
environmental conservation through a partnership with the Pennsylvania Department of 
Conservation and Natural Resources. 

View our Regional Job Board on our website, and send jobs we should add. 

  

Events 

• Hiss & Sop Academy | Saturday, October 11 from 10:30 a.m. - 12 p.m. | Shippensburg 
Community Parks & Recreation Authority: Come join Tom Horvat to learn about Pennsylvania’s 
reptiles and amphibians, how to identify local species, and craft your own snake “skin”. All ages 
welcome to participate (ages 6 & beyond use payment option and ages 5 and under must register 
but should use free option). $5 per person. Register 

https://www.southmountainpartnership.org/event/2025-community-conservation-partnerships-program-statewide-annual-grant-workshop/
https://eventsreg.dcnr.pa.gov/register/CreateSingle/14087
https://pecpa.org/news/2025-pa-water-trail-mini-grants-now-available/
https://pecpa.org/news/2025-pa-water-trail-mini-grants-now-available/
https://cumberlandbusiness.com/outdoor-recreation-funding/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Outdoor%20Recreation%20Thank%20You&utm_content=Outdoor%20Recreation%20Thank%20You+CID_b144e17c049868452757a10bc4ad65d9&utm_source=Email%20marketing%20software&utm_term=DISCOVER%20FUNDING%20PROGRAMS%20%20CONTACT%20INFO
https://www.southmountainpartnership.org/partners/regional-funding-opportunities/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=all_newsletter_FUNDING&utm_id=allnewsletterFUNDING
https://www.historicalsociety.com/about/employment-opportunities/
https://thesca.org/program/pennsylvania-outdoor-corps
https://www.southmountainpartnership.org/partners/job-board/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=all_newsletter_JOBS&utm_id=allnewsletterJOBS
https://shipparkrec.recdesk.com/Community/Program/Detail?programId=103


• Pumpkins & Pippins Fall Festival | Saturday, October 18 from 12-4 p.m. | Buttonwood Nature 
Center: The festival includes a full slate of activities and fun for all ages, including a ‘kid zone’ with 
yard games, a StoryWalk® hike &?activity, a photo stand and more. Learn more 

• Trail Work Volunteer Day | Saturday, November 1 @ 9 a.m. | Friends of Pine Grove: Join trail crew 
volunteers to improve the hiking experience at Kings Gap! Work may include: Installing signs, trail 
evaluations, maintaining and opening trails, cutting new trails, rock work, painting blazes, drainage 
work, tree work, trail surfacing, installing bridges, etc. Learn more 

• Does Your Land Need a Brand? Workshop | Wednesday, November 5 from 12 - 1 p.m. | Network 
for Landscape Conservation: In this Workshop you will: Clarify your vision to immediately connect 
with ideal funders and collaborators, Express the unique value of your place or project, and Identify 
your next steps to getting funders and collaborators to take action. Register 

• Central Pennsylvania GIS Day | November 19 from 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. | Harrisburg University: GIS Day is 
an excellent opportunity to participate in an international celebration of GIS technology. We 
welcome you to spend this exciting day with us! Learn more & register 

View these events and more on our Partner Events calendar! You can add your events directly onto our 
calendar or email them to jchain@appalachiantrail.org. 

  

Social Media Catchup 

Click to explore our social media channels. Follow us for the latest news, upcoming events, and more! 

 

https://buttonwoodnaturecenter.org/event/pumpkins-pippins-fall-festival-2025/
https://events.dcnr.pa.gov/event/trail-work-volunteer-days-2143
https://alexhammond.lpages.co/does-your-land-need-a-brand-landing/
https://summits.harrisburgu.edu/gis/?fbclid=IwY2xjawNHb5VleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHhudxwRl1RxPh05wTPvOvbC2XjqDypLMZam_gepgRNz6wbY2UPv59i9QiEPZ_aem_VVclXvyLy3rQWuldqk8IMA
https://www.southmountainpartnership.org/events/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=all_newsletter_EVENTS&utm_id=allnewsletterEVENTS
mailto:jchain@appalachiantrail.org
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1299177202239714&set=a.659473659543408
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1308253867998714&set=a.659473659543408


  

Live, Grow, Lead Healthy. 

Despite the different opinions, perspectives, and worldviews that each of us carry, we all share a common 
trait: we call the South Mountain landscape home. We believe in the power of this common ground to build 

conversation around the future of this landscape - and our future while living within this landscape. 

Learn more at southmountainpartnership.org 

 DONATE  

 

  

The South Mountain Partnership [SMP] is managed as a public-private partnership by the Pennsylvania 
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources and the Appalachian Trail Conservancy. SMP 

is financed in part by a grant from the Community Conservation Partnerships Program, the Environmental 
Stewardship Fund, under the administration of the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural 

Resources, Bureau of Recreation and Conservation. 

Unsubscribe here. 

 

https://www.southmountainpartnership.org/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=all_newsletter_HOME&utm_id=allnewsletterHOME
https://tfec.fcsuite.com/erp/donate/create/fund?funit_id=2641
https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/WF95-PqVXitcqCWerqJMZg
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1301605415330226&set=a.659473659543408
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=1297417519082349&set=a.659473659543408
https://www.southmountainpartnership.org/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=all_newsletter_HOME&utm_id=allnewsletterHOME

