
Around South Mountain Newsletter: Resources and News!
1 message

Thu, Feb 12, 2026 at 11:15 AMKatie Hess <southmountainpartnership@mg2.lglcrm.net> 
Reply-To: khess@appalachiantrail.org

Donate

https://www.tfec.org/funds/friends-of-the-south-mountain-partnership-project/
https://www.southmountainpartnership.org/
https://www.southmountainpartnership.org/


The Latest South Mountain
Partnership News

Winter Meeting Wrap-Up

On January 30th, we welcomed over 130 attendees to learn about timely
topics like data centers, water aquifer recharge, and updates from area
Land Trusts as well as to reconnect, and forge new relationships, all in
support of our shared goal of protecting and preserving our home, the South
Mountain Region. 

 

If you didn’t get a chance to attend in person, or want to reference what you
learned, event notes, resources, and slides are all available on our website.

https://www.southmountainpartnership.org/events/2026-winter-partnership-meeting/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=feb_newsletter_WINTER&utm_id=febnewsletterWINTER
https://www.southmountainpartnership.org/events/2026-winter-partnership-meeting/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=feb_newsletter_WINTER&utm_id=febnewsletterWINTER


Including a recording of our speaker from Piedmont Environmental Council,
Chris Miller. 

Read the Wrap Up

SMP 2025 Year in Review

https://www.southmountainpartnership.org/events/2026-winter-partnership-meeting/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=feb_newsletter_WINTER&utm_id=febnewsletterWINTER


From collaborative milestones to on-the-ground impact, this past year was
one of momentum for South Mountain Partnership. Our Year in Review
highlights the collective efforts that continue to strengthen the South
Mountain region.

View the Year in Review

https://www.southmountainpartnership.org/2025-year-in-review/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=feb_newsletter_YIR&utm_id=febnewsletterYIR
https://www.southmountainpartnership.org/2025-year-in-review/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=feb_newsletter_YIR&utm_id=febnewsletterYIR
https://www.southmountainpartnership.org/2025-year-in-review/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=feb_newsletter_YIR&utm_id=febnewsletterYIR


$1.57 Million Investment in the
South Mountain Region

On January 12, Governor Josh Shapiro and Department of Conservation
and Natural Resources (DNCR) Secretary Cindy Adams Dunn announced
nearly $82 million in grants for 295 projects across Pennsylvania, aimed at
expanding recreational opportunities, conserving natural spaces, and
revitalizing communities. These grants will support a wide range of projects,
including improving local parks, expanding trails and river access points,
and creating more green space in local communities.

We are excited $1.57 million of that investment occurs within 5
projects located in the South Mountain Region.

Check out the locally funded projects

2022-2025 Strategic Plan Complete!

https://www.southmountainpartnership.org/pa-announces-1-57-million-investment-in-south-mountain-regions-partners/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=feb_newsletter_INVEST&utm_id=febnewsletterINVEST
https://www.southmountainpartnership.org/pa-announces-1-57-million-investment-in-south-mountain-regions-partners/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=feb_newsletter_INVEST&utm_id=febnewsletterINVEST
https://www.southmountainpartnership.org/pa-announces-1-57-million-investment-in-south-mountain-regions-partners/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=feb_newsletter_INVEST&utm_id=febnewsletterINVEST


Cue the confetti! The South Mountain Partnership has completed our 2022-
2025 Strategic Plan! This plan represents shared goals created and
implemented through our collaborative network. 

However, you might be wondering what a collaborative network is and how
we created this plan…

Read More

Calling All Valentine's Puns!

https://www.southmountainpartnership.org/smp-completes-three-year-strategic-plan/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=feb_newsletter_PLAN&utm_id=febnewsletterPLAN
https://www.southmountainpartnership.org/smp-completes-three-year-strategic-plan/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=feb_newsletter_PLAN&utm_id=febnewsletterPLAN
https://www.southmountainpartnership.org/smp-completes-three-year-strategic-plan/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=feb_newsletter_PLAN&utm_id=febnewsletterPLAN


Submit your witty pun ideas for a Valentine's card and we'll create it! Then
you can share with your loved ones on Valentine's day to celebrate the
South Mountain region...and love!

Submit a Valentine Phrase

Join South Mountain Partnership
We are always looking to work with organizations in the community
who share our goals! By becoming an official “Partner”, you can help
support our vision and mission of the Partnership by:

https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/CtnTcdgbCiYRX6OOPXgctw
https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/CtnTcdgbCiYRX6OOPXgctw
https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/CtnTcdgbCiYRX6OOPXgctw


Attending SMP meetings and events
Keeping us informed of your organization’s related activities
Increasing access to the natural, cultural and recreational
resources of our region to all.

Becoming a partner is easy and free!

Become a Partner

Partner News

7 PA Communities Join Inaugural
Appalachian Trail Community
Conservation Collaborative

The Appalachian Trail Conservancy (ATC) is pleased to announce the
inaugural cohort of the Appalachian Trail Community Conservation
Collaborative (ATCCC), a new initiative designed to elevate local leadership,
strengthen community-driven conservation, and support vibrant economies
throughout the Appalachian Trail Landscape in Pennsylvania.

Following a competitive application process, seven community teams have
been selected to participate in the inaugural ATCCC:

Duncannon
Port Clinton
Shippensburg
Boiling Springs & South Middleton Township

http://southmountainpartnership.org/partners/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=all_newsletter_PARTNERS&utm_id=allnewsletterPARTNERS
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdYeGlzlm6e0PA53Ghl7j6ShCfRDMzYe9XbnvA7KQLd1hJRwA/viewform?usp=header
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdYeGlzlm6e0PA53Ghl7j6ShCfRDMzYe9XbnvA7KQLd1hJRwA/viewform?usp=header


Gettysburg & Adams County
Stroud Township
Berks & Schuylkill Counties

Read More

2026 Match Madness
Campaign March 1-31, 2026

The Partnership for Better Health is
pleased to welcome 64 local
nonprofit organizations to this year’s
Match Madness campaign! These
organizations address
homelessness and food insecurity,
build connection and community,
promote access to health services
and essential resources, and more
as they promote good health for all
members of our community.

>> Learn More

2026 Student Lyme Art
Competition

Calling PA 1st-6th graders! Show off
your creativity in the 2026 Student
Lyme Art Contest. Submit a poster or
short video to help spread tick and
Lyme disease awareness! Deadline:
March 13, 2026.
 

>> Learn More

DCNR New Volunteer
System is Online

The PA DCNR's new Conservation
Volunteer system is now LIVE! If
you're interested in volunteering,
create a profile in the new system,
even if you were registered on their
previous website.

>> Learn More & Register

South Mountain Counties
Kick-off America250PA
Celebrations

In 2026, the United States will mark
a monumental milestone–the 250th
anniversary of the nation’s founding.
Across Pennsylvania, communities
are preparing to honor this once-in-
a-generation moment through
America250PA. In the South
Mountain region, our communities
are leading the way with exciting
programming to honor the
Semiquincentennial celebration.
 

>> Learn More

https://appalachiantrail.org/news-stories/pa-communities-join-appalachian-trail-conservation-collaborative/
https://forbetterhealthpa.org/what-we-do/match-madness/
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2F49lTgGD%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHrfK17k9m0kP94dcYAEubh-LkbKtZhDP_YSbVqXJEkM-36obdw2lBJXABPK9_aem_wEKX2Hp_5BaghuiM4XBTPA&h=AT1KfHAvgcz3TMRNDjjBl3CStMuDHveniluHXfTUEvgRJsg_b8VMYq01WmZLoBvviwtvJcyIdAfEZqWPDHvLO-1C0eUvkT63AqWnnnmlR_nl767Dupy046n4JLOOn6lWqlYPPPds642s&__tn__=-UK-R&c[0]=AT3PYy04MaFxGYvwTQP09xbZhn9ywaP17bSY5vH9HHAjF8jbpV1XqdjcUTCYfEjvXFlFDFSKdk4htXzDZrivPccZi4AGq0QVOsI-cGeCOUzS5qw5FKVwNl5IYv1Eaj5vmV3iPY45ox7oSAv9icEIZ2feZrSIJDR8DsezmUNKWE8v-nlcx9_s7kHXAqnphNbjGTKZx64CkpFcyb9pc6gpONuvKcvD2B13-ab-31He4yALn3VF4g
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fdcnrvolunteers.pa.gov%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHi6Kr05DBiJYoORf7RIOHKq731aXZIcTdNHLTh0T7iWf6XNARHTwRhuwzjBi_aem_g5-t1_rV6ZMks3SBGmicDA&h=AT3rrwshpY_9vHbqUVGQWNzPu8bVccGykBVuOlr6tDt4EYiUAHtKk9nu7DTASh_YVZzLkMsUGaYoE9OJyrrOdPESgI1K1PPIAfnhKH5YiRvcHn3XxH7wzvIeTybDkWpL5gBjDYVUKr1K&__tn__=-UK-R&c[0]=AT1ZDl9uP11N6WyM-rgqMo-vCErLOiyk9oUzrHzh6M_VvNRS8P4cMXp7eQj-HfoG4_s4lsnDGC1RADURpqhFSR2h4rOlBdknjr--JFFACax3Pd34btPMQSAflrWRhUkMP4BccpopkJ441_Zz6KdNnCj1yNaj0Wp2nOxa2lNKgaG-6GftEeAWTYKwOxyiQ-qobZaY_HyJYIXq2yyiPysCwgWKUA
https://www.southmountainpartnership.org/america250pa-kick-off-celebrations-in-south-mountain


Events
Sweetheart Sunset
Hike

Saturday, February 14

4-6pm at Kings Gap

Bring your sweetheart for this
approximately 2-mile hike.
You will learn about Kings
Gap’s sweethearts and end
with the sunset.

Learn More

Project Feederwatch
Fridays: Birds &
Beverages

Friday, February 20

9-10:30am at Kings Gap

Enjoy hot tea, cocoa, or
coffee while we spend some
time in the Education Building
watching our birdfeeders and
collecting count data.

Learn More

Appalachian Trail Hike
Series

Sunday, February 22

Home School Series:
George Washington

Wednesday, February 18

10am-12pm at Cumberland
County Historical Society

To commemorate President’s
Day and the first person to fill
the job, February’s session
will be all about the life and
many different connections
that George Washington has
with Cumberland County.

Learn More

Intro to Forest Health

Saturday, February 21

2-3:30pm at Strawberry Hill

This workshop is intended for
woodland owners and
members of the public who
want to learn more about
forests.

Learn More

Maple Fest 2026

Saturday, February 28

8:30am-12pm at Strawberry
Hill

https://www.southmountainpartnership.org/event/sweetheart-sunset-hike/
https://www.southmountainpartnership.org/event/project-feederwatch-fridays-birds-and-beverages/2026-02-20/
https://www.southmountainpartnership.org/event/home-school-series-george-washington/
https://www.southmountainpartnership.org/event/intro-to-forest-health/


1-3pm with Buttonwood
Nature Center

Hike along a portion of the
legendary Appalachian Trail!
Led by a Buttonwood
naturalist, the hike will explore
some of the wonders to be
found.

Learn More

Join us as we take a walk
back through time and honor
the traditions of long ago
while learning new and
exciting discoveries about the
future of this uniquely North
American treat!

Learn More

View More Events

Grants
Partnership for Better Health Grants - Grants fund work related to health
equity and social determinants of health. Funding opportunities include
General Operating Grants for Organizations Leading in Equity Work, Project
Grants to Address Root Issues, and Spark Grants. Grant Deadlines: March
2, August 1, December 1

CAEDC Tourism Grants - Cumberland Valley Economic Development
Corporation (CAEDC) offers three tourism-related grant programs: Tourism
Product Development Grant, Tourism Partnership Grant, and Destination
Sales Grant. Grant Deadlines: May 8, August 7, and November 6.

More Regional Funding Opportunities

Job Opportunities
Assistant Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds - York County Parks -
This position will assist the Superintendent in the management of
maintenance staff and the maintenance of 11 county parks featuring over

https://www.southmountainpartnership.org/event/appalachian-trail-hike-series/
https://www.southmountainpartnership.org/event/maple-fest-2026/
https://www.southmountainpartnership.org/events/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=all_newsletter_EVENTS&utm_id=allnewsletterEVENTS
https://forbetterhealthpa.org/what-we-fund/
https://cumberlandbusiness.com/tourism-grants/
https://www.southmountainpartnership.org/partners/regional-funding-opportunities/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=all_newsletter_FUNDING&utm_id=allnewsletterFUNDING


4,300 acres of public land and 1.425 million visitors annually. Learn more
and apply

Cumberland Valley Seasonal Ridgerunner - Appalachian Trail
Conservancy - Ridgerunners provide information about the A.T. and its
intended primitive experience, location, regulations, and traditions.Learn
more and apply.
 

Environmental/Early Learning Educator/Naturalist - Buttonwood Nature
Center - The environmental educator is responsible for delivering
established programs of the center at the Pre-K–12 grade levels and
developing creative new programs into the future. Learn more and apply
 

Manager of Natural Resources - York County Parks - The position is
responsible for: Management of natural resources, development of
improvement projects, management and operations of park concessions,
design and maintenance of a multi-use trail system, coordination of a park
wide volunteer program, and webmaster for parks social media. Learn more
and apply
 

Are you hiring? Submit your organization’s job posts to our board by
emailing jchain@appalachiantrail.org.

View Our Job Board for More

Social Media Catch-up

Click to explore our social media channels. Follow us for the latest news,
upcoming events, and more!

https://hiretrue-prod.com/hiretrue/ce3/job-board/a9a97c37-cc24-43d0-a7c3-6a931bc18276/4f30aa50-d103-423d-ba5b-7a0145cde14c?jb=1&fbclid=IwY2xjawPkce5leHRuA2FlbQIxMABzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEeoPujrCapPeNiOaqTQD_Vne6qOKJV7NC7_7VKovt8SEoejvwZxCfsv3Dviag_aem_7cH0N67vrJUB1Xc6MB-FCw
https://hiretrue-prod.com/hiretrue/ce3/job-board/a9a97c37-cc24-43d0-a7c3-6a931bc18276/4f30aa50-d103-423d-ba5b-7a0145cde14c?jb=1&fbclid=IwY2xjawPkce5leHRuA2FlbQIxMABzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEeoPujrCapPeNiOaqTQD_Vne6qOKJV7NC7_7VKovt8SEoejvwZxCfsv3Dviag_aem_7cH0N67vrJUB1Xc6MB-FCw
https://workforcenow.adp.com/mascsr/default/mdf/recruitment/recruitment.html?cid=308869eb-4bf3-4360-a0b8-b26c926a5f77&jobId=568790&lang=en_US
https://workforcenow.adp.com/mascsr/default/mdf/recruitment/recruitment.html?cid=308869eb-4bf3-4360-a0b8-b26c926a5f77&jobId=568790&lang=en_US
https://buttonwoodnaturecenter.org/we-are-hiring-environmental-early-learning-educator-naturalist/
https://hiretrue-prod.com/hiretrue/ce3/job-board/a9a97c37-cc24-43d0-a7c3-6a931bc18276/715e0145-1a86-4cc1-9d6d-72f1edaaa0cd?jb=1&fbclid=IwY2xjawPkcfZleHRuA2FlbQIxMABzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEe5gQ5ZftuG0_dGgInEC-byJ19Pi8tvmOoqq4wFEjhjNJOVQ326JFjvmU2u6Y_aem_POJZXFHA3_cSukPxU0NZpw
https://hiretrue-prod.com/hiretrue/ce3/job-board/a9a97c37-cc24-43d0-a7c3-6a931bc18276/715e0145-1a86-4cc1-9d6d-72f1edaaa0cd?jb=1&fbclid=IwY2xjawPkcfZleHRuA2FlbQIxMABzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEe5gQ5ZftuG0_dGgInEC-byJ19Pi8tvmOoqq4wFEjhjNJOVQ326JFjvmU2u6Y_aem_POJZXFHA3_cSukPxU0NZpw
mailto:jchain@appalachiantrail.org
mailto:jchain@appalachiantrail.org
https://www.southmountainpartnership.org/partners/job-board/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=all_newsletter_JOBS&utm_id=allnewsletterJOBS


Live, Grow, Lead Healthy

Despite the different opinions, perspectives, and worldviews that each of us carry, we all
share a common trait: we call the South Mountain landscape home. We believe in the

power of this common ground to build conversation around the future of this landscape -
and our future while living within this landscape.

Learn more at southmountainpartnership.org

Support Our Efforts - Donate

https://hiretrue-prod.com/hiretrue/ce3/job-board/a9a97c37-cc24-43d0-a7c3-6a931bc18276/715e0145-1a86-4cc1-9d6d-72f1edaaa0cd?jb=1&fbclid=IwY2xjawPkcfZleHRuA2FlbQIxMABzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEe5gQ5ZftuG0_dGgInEC-byJ19Pi8tvmOoqq4wFEjhjNJOVQ326JFjvmU2u6Y_aem_POJZXFHA3_cSukPxU0NZpw
https://hiretrue-prod.com/hiretrue/ce3/job-board/a9a97c37-cc24-43d0-a7c3-6a931bc18276/715e0145-1a86-4cc1-9d6d-72f1edaaa0cd?jb=1&fbclid=IwY2xjawPkcfZleHRuA2FlbQIxMABzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEe5gQ5ZftuG0_dGgInEC-byJ19Pi8tvmOoqq4wFEjhjNJOVQ326JFjvmU2u6Y_aem_POJZXFHA3_cSukPxU0NZpw
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=1421832019974231&set=a.659473659543408
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=1421832019974231&set=a.659473659543408
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1410125247811575&set=a.659473659543408
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1410125247811575&set=a.659473659543408
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1404545051702928&set=a.659473659543408
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1404545051702928&set=a.659473659543408
https://www.southmountainpartnership.org/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=all_newsletter_HOME&utm_id=allnewsletterHOME
https://www.southmountainpartnership.org/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=all_newsletter_HOME&utm_id=allnewsletterHOME
https://www.tfec.org/friends-of-the-south-mountain-partnership-membership-form/
https://www.southmountainpartnership.org/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=all_newsletter_HOME&utm_id=allnewsletterHOME
https://www.southmountainpartnership.org/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=all_newsletter_HOME&utm_id=allnewsletterHOME


The South Mountain Partnership [SMP] is managed as a public-private partnership by the
Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources and the Appalachian
Trail Conservancy. SMP is financed in part by a grant from the Community Conservation
Partnerships Program, the Environmental Stewardship Fund, under the administration of

the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, Bureau of
Recreation and Conservation.

Unsubscribe here. 

https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/WF95-PqVXitcqCWerqJMZg

